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Pablo Picasso (1881 - 1973), Tête de mousquetaire, Executed on 17th June 1967, signed Picasso and dated 17.6.67 III (upper left), oil and charcoal on paper, 62,5 x 48 cm; Lot 198 sold for 529,250 GBP, estimate: 200,000 - 300,000 GBP. 

Executed in 1967, Tête de mousquetaire is a wonderful example of the powerful and incredibly self-reflective portraits Picasso produced towards the end of his lifetime. His iconography during this period was evermore focused on the character of the heroic male figure, such as his representations of the musketeer, the harlequin, the matador, the toreador and ultimately, the painter. The presence of Picasso's alter egos in his iconography imbues his work with a momentous significance. These portraits of indistinct and anonymous masculine figures, each portrayed in dominant and powerful roles, act very effectively as reflections into the artist's own emotional and psychological spirit. The present work elegantly depicts the figure of the musketeer, one of Picasso's preferred subjects. Towards the end of his life, the image of the musketeer allowed Picasso to explore a sprit of a past age and delve into his past, touching upon his Spanish heritage as well as the youthful vigour of his earlier years. Discussing Picasso's depictions of musketeers, Marie-Laure Bernadac observed: 'If woman was depicted in all her aspects in Picasso's art, man always appeared in disguise or in a specific role, the painter at work or the musketeer. In 1966, a new and final character emerged in Picasso's iconography and dominated his last period to the point of becoming its emblem. This was the Golden Age gentleman, a half-Spanish, half-Dutch musketeer dressed in richly adorned clothing complete with ruffs [...] All of these musketeers are men in disguise, romantic gentlemen, virile and arrogant soldiers, vainglorious and ridiculous despite their haughtiness' (M.L. Bernadac in The Ultimate Picasso, New York, 2000, p. 455). 
In the present work, the depiction is pared down to its essential and boldest elements, such as the elegant ruff collar or the playful yet regal moustache and beard. These simple elements perfectly and succinctly illustrate the core of the character at hand. Displaying the true mastery of his medium, the artist has greatly achieved a heady sense of drama and playfulness with great economy of means, whereby no gesture or expression is spared. Tête de mousquetaire remains a clear demonstration of Picasso's incredibly unique and rare talent as an artist. The energy that results from his free and spontaneous style clearly reflects the passion Picasso maintained into his later years.

Pablo Picasso (1881 - 1973), Deux femmes nues assises dans un paysage, Executed on 1st September 1969, signed Picasso and dated 1.9.69. I (upper right), coloured crayons and pencil on paper, 50,5 x 65 cm; Lot 169 sold for 289,250 GBP, estimate: 250,000 - 350,000 GBP.

Pierre-Auguste Renoir (1841-1919), Jeune Filles Jouant à la balle or la partie de croquet, Executed in 1892, signed Renoir (lower right), sanguine, pencil and chalk on paper, 60 x 52,5 cm; Lot 125 sold for 289,250 GBP, estimate: 80,000 - 120,000 GBP. 

