Western Manuscripts and Miniatures
Sotheby´s London, 34-35 New Bond Street, United Kingdom, 7. December 2010


THE ROCHEFOUCAULD GRAIL, IN FRENCH, ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT ON VELLUM [EASTERN ARTOIS OR WESTERN FLANDERS (MOST PROBABLY SAINT-OMER, TOURNAI OR GHENT), C.1315-23]

three large volumes: (I) 118 leaves; (II) 233 leaves; (III) 104 leaves,; all two columns, ruled in plummet for 44 lines in a number of excellent and early gothic bookhands in black ink, initials touched in yellow, rubrics in red, 2- or 3-line initials in red or blue with penwork to contrast and extensions of bi-coloured scrollwork up and down vertical margins terminating in ornate penwork loops, eighty-four large initials (4 to 8 lines in height, one 10 lines) in burnished gold, on pink and blue grounds heightened with white penwork, one hundred and seven miniatures within pink, blue and white borders all enclosed within gold or silver frames. 
Lot 33 sold for GBP 2,393,250, estimate: GBP 1,500,000 - 2,000,000. 

One of the principal manuscripts of the greatest romance of the Middle Ages, with over one hundred miniatures illustrating warfare, chivalry and courtly love.  
 
PETRUS RIGA, AURORA, A SUMMARY OF THE BIBLE IN LATIN VERSE, DECORATED MANUSCRIPT ON VELLUM [ITALY OR SOUTHERN FRANCE, FIRST HALF OF THIRTEENTH CENTURY (PROBABLY PRE-1230)].
131 leaves, single column, 48-51 lines in two early gothic hands, rubrics and significant sections in red, 3- and 4-line initials in red or blue with contrasting penwork, elaborate penwork dragon in blue and red with wings.
Lot 18 sold for GBP 91,250, estimate: GBP 20,000 - 30,000. 


BOOK OF HOURS, USE OF SARUM, IN LATIN AND FRENCH, ILLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT ON VELLUM [SOUTHERN FRANCE (PROBABLY POITIERS), SECOND HALF OF FOURTEENTH CENTURY].
115 leaves, single column, 15 lines in a professional gothic script in black ink, rubrics in red, numerous one-line initials in blue with red penwork, other one- to two-line initials in burnished gold on variegated blue and burgundy grounds, 3 pages with borders of gold, burgundy and blue, nineteen large miniatures, all but 2 above 3-line coloured initials on gold grounds and enclosed within text frames as before, terminating in dragons, a pair of birds hunting a fish and a dove, human heads, and minstrels playing musical instruments, one full page miniature.
Lot 23 sold for GBP 58,850, estimate: GBP 25,000 - 35,000. 


