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(JEFFERSON, THOMAS), Notes on the State of Virginia; written in the year 1781, somewhat corrected and enlarged in the winter of 1782, for the use of a foreigner of distinction, in answer to certain queries proposed by him. [Paris: for the author by Philippe-Denis Pierres,] 1782 [i.e., 1785]
Full-page woodcut plan of "Madison's cave," folding letterpress table, manuscript deletion, likely in Jefferson's hand, on p. 5. Contemporary French speckled calf, covers with gilt-roll frame, smooth spine gilt in compartments, plain endpapers, red-sprinkled edges.

Lot 612 sold for USD 254,500, estimate: USD 100,000—150,000.  

First edition; one of the earlier of just 200 copies printed for Jefferson for private distribution, with D2,3 uncancelled and with only the first of three separately printed appendices that he subsequently included with copies ("Draught of a Fundamental Constitution for the Commonwealth of Virginia").

Notes on the State of Virginia was initially written in response to a series of questions sent, in 1781, to various members of the Continental Congress by François Barbé de Marbois, then secretary to the French legation at Philadelphia. Joseph Jones forwarded to Jefferson the questionnaire received by the Virginia delegation. On 4 May 1781, Jefferson wrote to Marbois that he intended "to give you as full information as I shall be able to do on such of the subjects as are within the sphere of my aquaintance," and on 20 December of the same year he did indeed send Marbois the "answers to the quaeries" he had put forward (The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, ed. Boyd, 5:58, 6:141). However, Jefferson, encouraged by François Jean de Beauvoir Chastellux, continued to revise and expand his Notes during his term in the Continental Congress and as Minister to France. From Paris, on 10 December 1784, he wrote to James Madison that "I could not get my answer to the queries on Virginia printed in Philadelphia," John Dunlap having been out of town and Robert Aitken asking too high a fee, "but I am printing it here" (Papers 7:563; cf. Jefferson to Charles Thomson, 21 May 1784, Papers 7:282). Finally, on 11 May 1785, Jefferson could report to Madison that "They yesterday finished printing my notes. I had 200 copies printed, but do not put them out of my own hands, except two or three copies here, and two which I will send to America, to yourself and Colo. Monroe" (Papers 8:147).

Diving his Notes into twenty-three wide-ranging chapters on physical and political subjects—including "Rivers," "Mountains," "Climate," "Productions mineral, vegetable and animal," "Aborigines," "Constitution," "Laws," "Religion," and "Weights, Measures and Money"—Jefferson produced a "philosophical history" that at once refuted and corrected contemporary European notions about the New World while exhorting the great potential of his new nation. In the words of Dumas Malone, in his Notes Jefferson "did more than describe his country, he revealed his own thought" (Jefferson the Virginian, p. 374). 

In the Notes Jefferson certainly revealed his attitude towards slavery more explicitly than in any writing apart from his first draft of the Declaration of Independence. Jefferson used his answer to Marbois's eighteenth query, "The particular customs and manners that may happen to be received in that state," to expose the "unhappy influence" of slavery: "The whole commerce between master and slave is a perpetual exercise of the most boisterous passions, the most unremitting despotism on the one part, and degrading submissions on the other. ... Indeed I tremble for my country when I reflect that God is just: that his justice cannot sleep forever ..." (pp. 298–300).

The two hundred copies that Jefferson had printed did not begin to meet the demand for the book. Garbled pirated editions forced Jefferson to release authorized French- and English-language editions in 1786 and 1787, respectively. This first, privately printed edition is now rare on the market. 

"During his long and productive life Thomas Jefferson wrote and published only one full-length book. ... Though he gave it a misleadingly modest title and was originally reluctant to publish it at all, the Notes on Viriginia was eventually accepted as an important contribution to American letters and science, and it is recognized today as the best single statement of Jefferson's principles, the best reflection of his wide-ranging tastes and talents. It is, in short, an American classic" (Peden, p. v).


LEWIS, MERIWETHER, AND WILLIAM CLARK, History of the Expedition under the Command of Captains Lewis and Clark, to the Sources of the Missouri, thence across the Rocky Mountains and down to River Columbia and the Pacific Ocean, performed in the years 1804–5–6. By Order of the Government of the United States. Philadelphia: Bradford and Inskeep; and Abm. H. Inskeep, New York (J. Maxwell, Printer), 1814.
2 volumes. Large folding engraved map after Clark by S. Harrison, 5 engraved maps and plans; Modern half brown morocco over early marbled boards, marbled endpapers, plain edges. Cloth slipcases.

Lot 733 sold for USD 110,500, estimate: USD 80,000 - 120,000.  

Folding engraved frontispiece map partially handcolored in outline, woodcut and typographic headpieces; Contemporary sheep, covers with double gilt-fillet frame, red edges, plain endpapers; quite rubbed. Half blue morocco slipcase.

Lot 662 sold for USD 104,500, estimate: USD 50,000 - 70,000.
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