INCISIONE SOSTENIBILE, nuovi materiali e metodi dell’area non-toxic

Environmentally friendly printmaking, a practical handbook on non-toxic printmaking techniques.

The first Italian nontoxic manual by Francesca Genna

The purpose this book is to provide a clear, practical  manual on non-toxic printmaking,  with ample step-by-step instructions and photographic material, backed up by  a close collaboration  with various international experts on the subject.

It  is the first of its kind in the Italian publishing world and is proposed as a manual for artists, teachers, students and amateurs that would like to apply themselves to environmentally friendly printmaking.

The manual has been divided into four parts, each one analysing a section of the research:

1. Reasons, why we should change materials and techniques;

2. Substitutes, the techniques and working methods of etching and printmaking remain unchanged,  but the toxic  agents  (corrosive acids, resins, varnishes, inks, etc.) are replaced by non-toxic  such as  the mordents called Bordeaux Etch and Saline Sulfate Etch.

3. New Materials,  new acrylic-resist etching materials  and solarplates are introduced, changing the traditional procedures of printmaking.

4. Photo-polymer films, we can  go back to using metallic plates, combining them with light-sensitive  films as this material makes it possible to combine the results of the first two parts in this manual, and allows for the choice of different procedures for different effects in the images created.

The Autor:
Francesca Genna, born in Trapani, Sicily, 1967. Graduated with honours from the Academy of Fine Arts of Florence, and awarded a meritorious scholarship at “Il Bisonte” International School of Etching, Florence. 

She teaches printmaking and etching techniques at the Palermo Academy of  Fine Arts.

Since 2004  she has applied herself to researching  alternative etching  techniques, initiating a experimental laboratory in Palermo and a collaboration with the University of Barcelona.

With her graphic works she is present in International events such as the as the last Notoxico ’09, the international meeting on non-toxic printmaking in Monterrey, Mexico, where recently she been selected as the sole Italian presence.
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