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Egon Schiele (1890 - 1918), Schlafende Frau (Wally Neuzil; Sleeping Woman, Wally Neuzil), Executed in 1912, gouache, watercolour, pencil and wash on paper, signed Egon Schiele and dated 1912 (centre right), 29,8 x 44,7 cm; Lot 363 sold for 277,250 GBP, estimate: 200,000 - 300,000 GBP. 
Schlafende Frau (Wally Neuzil) is a wonderfully intimate portrait of Egon Schiele's lover, muse and model Wally. Born Walburga Neuzil, she was the daughter of a labourer and a Bohemian schoolteacher who died young, an event which prompted the family's move to Vienna, where Wally's fateful initial encounter with Schiele took place around 1911, when she was only 17 years old. In the present work, Wally is depicted sleeping with her head gently turned to the right. Delineating her head with assured pencil lines, the artist highlights Wally's lips with a red watercolour and emphasises her distinctive long red hair, held off her face by a black hairband, in gouache.

In the words of Jane Kallir: 'over the course of 1912, Schiele's approach gradually toughened. Softer leads yielded darker, more substantial lines, and his forms became more angular. He mixed less water with his watercolours, or combined watercolour with denser, drier gouache. This allowed him once again to stress contrast between thickly brushed areas, such as hair or clothing, and wash-tinted flesh' (Jane Kallir, Egon Schiele, Drawings & Watercolours, New York, 2003, pp. 191-92).

In June 1915, Schiele married Edith Harms, who quite understandably demanded that Schiele end his relationship with Wally. Wally attempted a fresh start in life, beginning training as a nurse. She then left Vienna in 1917 to work in Dalmatia, where she died of scarlet fever in the same year. 

Egon Schiele (1890 - 1918), Liegende, den Kopf nach hinten gebeugt mit geoeffneter Unterwaesche (Reclining Woman With Head Bent Back With Open Undergarnents), Executed in 1918, black crayon on paper, signed Egon Schiele, dated 1918 (lower right), 29,9 x 46,5cm; Lot 137 sold for 205,250 GBP, estimate: 100,000 - 150,000 GBP.
Max Beckmann (1884 - 1950), The Last Duty of Perseus, Executed in 1948, pen and ink, ink wash, charcoal and pencil on paper, signed Beckmann, dated 48, inscribed Perseus. L. D. (lower right) and titled (lower left), 35,1 x 50,7cm; Lot 374 sold for 109,250 GBP, estimate: 60,000 - 80,000 GBP.

