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SHAKESPEARE, WILLIAM. COMEDIES, HISTORIES AND TRAGEDIES. PUBLISHED ACCORDING TO THE TRUE ORIGINAL COPIES. LONDON: FOR P[HILIP]. C[HETWIND], 1664.

340 x 219 mm, 3 parts in 1 volume, 514 leaves, the third collected edition of Shakespeare's plays, second issue with the 1664 title and seven additional plays added at the end, engraved portrait of Shakespeare by Martin Droeshout (printed on A1v, with Ben Jonson's verses on the portrait below), woodcut head-pieces and initials, text in double column, nineteenth-century red morocco richly decorated in gilt by Francis Bedford, all edges gilt.

Lot 134 sold for 542,500 USD, estimate: 350,000 - 400,000 USD.

The third folio edition (second, enlarged issue) of Shakespeare's plays, generally regarded as the rarest of the seventeenth-century folio editions. An unknown number of copies is thought to have been destroyed in the Great Fire of London of 1666. 

The third folio is a page-for-page reprint of the second edition (1632), but also contains seven added plays, of which only Pericles is authentic. The first issue - of which few copies survive - appeared without the added plays, usually with the Droeshout portrait on the title page (as in the First and second folios of 1623 and 1632) and with the portrait verses by Ben Jonson on the verso of the first leaf. For this, the second issue, the first two leaves were cancelled and replaced by a conjugate pair, with the portrait above Jonson's verses on the first verso, facing the title-page with its new enumeration of the seven added plays. These plays, "never before Printed in Folio", were added on eleven supplementary gatherings. Apart from the first of these, Pericles, the others are apocryphal, being set from older quartos where they had been ascribed to Shakespeare or "W.S.". They are The London Prodigall, The History of Thomas Lord Cromwell, Sir John Oldcastle, The Puritan Widow and The Tragedy of Locrine. As noted by Greg, the supplementary sheet was misimposed; in correctly bound copies, as here, the sheet was torn in half, and bound-in as two singletons, the deckle-edges inward. 
Mary Allot, the widow of Robert Allot, the publisher of the second folio, had originally been forced to relinquish her husband's copyrights before she married out of the Stationers' Company. However, her new husband, the clothworker Philip Chetwind, later contested the assignment, alleging misrepresentation on the part of Legatt and Crooke. He subsequently recovered the copyrights on her behalf. His name alone (or rather his initials) appears on the title pages of the two issues, but in fact other proprietors included Eleanor Cotes, Miles Flesher, William Leake, John Martin, Gabriel Bedell, Thomas Collins and Alice Warren.

POE, EDGAR ALLAN. TALES. NEW YORK: WILEY AND PUTNAM, 1845.

189 x 127mm, first edition, first printing, with Ludwig's imprint on the copyright page,

first issue, half-title, publisher's advertisements.
Lot 124 sold for 314,500 USD, estimate: 200,000-250,000 USD. 
WHITMAN, WALT. LEAVES OF GRASS. BROOKLYN: [FOR THE AUTHOR,] 1855.
283 x 200 mm, first edition, first issue, frontispiece portrait of Whitman by Hollyer on thick paper, original green cloth, spine gilt with title and floral ornaments, covers blindstamped with floral ornaments, gilt-lettered title (in ornamental "rustic" font). Lot 154 sold for 230,500 USD, estimate: 140,000-160,000 USD.
