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GALILEI, GALILEO. Sidereus nuncius magna, longeque admirabilia spectacula pandens. Frankfurt-am-Main: [Zacharias] Palthenius, 1610. 178 x 102 mm, woodcut printer's device on title, 2 woodcut folding plates, 7 woodcut text illustrations, woodcut headpieces and decorative initials; Lot 24 sold for 122,500 USD, estimate: 120,000 - 150,000 USD. 

Second edition, published a few months after the first, and the first publication of any of Galileo's works outside of Italy.
This work contains the first account of astronomical discoveries made with the telescope: the Milky Way and nebulae composed of stars, the moons of Jupiter, and the irregular surface of the Moon. First published at Venice, on 12 March 1610, it sold out the first week. The pamphlet quickly reached Germany, where it was reissued in the present pirated edition in Frankfurt. 
In the haste of this enterprise, little time or expense was devoted to copying Galileo's careful lunar engravings. Consequently, the Frankfurt edition contains woodcuts, not engravings, less accurately presented than the original illustrations (for example, the views of the lunar surface are out of order and printed upside down).
The Frankfurt edition inaugurates the tradition of white-on-black woodcut illustration which makes such an effective medium for the depiction of stars as points of light on a black sky. The stars in the first edition were depicted as black against a blank page. The Frankfurt woodcuts were the source for the illustrations in most of the later editions of the Sidereus nuncius, and in many moon handbooks right up to the present day. 
This edition is extremely rare with the folding woodcut plates which show the Pleiades, Orion's belt, and two nebulae; no copy has appeared at auction with them since the sale of the Signet Library (11 April 1960, lot 1180).

STOWE, HARRIET BEECHER. Autograph manuscript, 2 pages, 215 x 175 mm, recto and verso of a leaf of ruled paper expertly detached from its conjugate, [Brunswick, Me., ca. 1850–51], being a fragment of chapter 6 of Uncle Tom's Cabin; half brown morocco gilt; Lot 255 sold for 98,500 USD, estimate: 80,000 - 120,000 USD. 

HEVELIUS, JOHANNES. Prodromus astronomiae, exhibens fundamenta, quae tam ad novum plane & correctiorem stellarum fixarum catalogum construendum... nec non novas & correctiores tabulas solares... utpote refractionum solarium, parallaxium, declinationum, angulorum eclipticae & meridiani, ascensionum rectarum & obliquarum, horizonti Gedanensi inservientium... quam additus est uterque catalogus stellarum fixarum, tam major ad annum 1660, quam minor ad annum complectum 1700 — Firmamentum Sobiescianum, sive Uranographia totem coelum stellatum. Danzig: Johannes-Zacharias Stoll, 1690. 2 parts in one volume, each part with an elaborate full-sheet allegorical engraved frontispiece incorporating the figures of various celebrated astronomers including Hevelius, Ptolemy, Tycho Brahe, Ulugh Beg, and Copernicus, engraved portrait of Hevelius by Lambert Visscher after A. Stech, 2 large folding engraved charts of the celestial hemispheres and 54 fine full-sheet engraved star charts; Lot 40 sold for 86,500 USD, estimate: 80,000 - 120,000 USD. 
