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TRIPE, LINNAEUS. VIEWS OF BURMA. (NEGATIVES MADE AUGUST-NOVEMBER 1855; PRINTED JANUARY-NOVEMBER 1856).
134 albumen prints from waxed paper negatives (average 267 x 345mm., or the reverse),

including two 2-part folding panoramas (252 x 584mm.), nearly all signed by Tripe in the

lower right corner of the image in ink, individually mounted on card (447 x 578mm.),

preserved loose (as issued) in the original presentation portfolio of blue half morocco gilt

over marbled boards, upper cover titled in gilt "Photographic Memorial of the Embassy to

Amarapoora in 1855".

Lot 204 sold for 241,250 GBP, estimate: 200,000-300,000 GBP.
The earliest photographs made of sites in Burma outside of Rangoon. A unique set of 134 photographs, specially made by Tripe for presentation to the 1st Marquess of Dalhousie, the Governor General of India who sent Tripe to Burma as part of the diplomatic mission. This is the largest single set of Views of Burma that Tripe made and includes 18 prints not issued with the later sets of 120 prints. This set includes 13 unique prints, of which 2 are previously

unknown images. In April 1855 the 1st Marquess of Dalhousie, the Governor-General of India, recommended that a political trip to Amerapoora (Amarapura), Burma, take place following the annexation of Pengu (Bago), part of Burma, by the British after the 1852 Anglo-Burmese war. Colesworthy Grant, a Calcutta artist, was due to accompany the group, but it was decided that a photographer should also go, as photography was considered a more suitable material for accurate documentation, and Grant was not skilled in photography. The Court of Directors in London drew up an 1855 directive claiming 'photography as a means by which representations may be obtained of scenes and buildings, with the advantages of perfect accuracy, small expenditure of time, and moderate cash'. They asked that photography be the

main means of recording architecture and so Lord Dalhousie appointed Tripe as an "Artist in Photography" to accompany the delegation.

Between August and November 1855 Tripe photographed the architecture and landscape of Prome, Thayet Myo, Yenan-gyoung, Tantabeng, Pugahm Myo, Tsagain Myo, Ava, Amerapoora, Mengoon and Rangoon. These were the first photographs Tripe took on behalf of the British government and transformed his skills from a highly competent amateur into a professional photographer. 'By the time he had returned to Bangalore at the end of his three month trip he had made more than 200 negatives under testing circumstances of climate and location, as well as of his own photographic naïvety. His surviving negatives bear witness to difficulties with overexposure and wayward chemicals.' (Taylor, p.130). Tripe's Views of Burma were well received and in 1856 he was appointed as official photographer to

the Madras Presidency. 'Few photographers in the calotype era came close to matching the sustained output of [McCosh, Murray and Tripe], and in visual sensitivity and technical bravado they remain unequalled.' (Taylor, p.131)

TRIPE, LINNAEUS. MYSORE VIEWS. (NEGATIVES MADE DECEMBER 1854; PRINTED 1855).
56 albumen prints from waxed paper negatives (average 268 x 347mm., or the reverse),

including one 2-part folding panorama (252 x 646mm.), nearly all signed by Tripe in ink on

the lower right corner of the image, each mounted on card (424 x 558mm.), each mount with

Tripe's "By Thee I Draw" blindstamp (Dewan p.141, fig.1), each numbered in ink from 1 to 57 (excluding no.43).
Lot 203 sold for 181,250 GBP, estimate: 100,000-200,000 GBP.
BRAUN, GEORG AND HOGENBERG, FRANZ. CIVITATES ORBIS TERRARUM. [COLOGNE: P. VON BRACHEL, 1623-1616].
6 parts bound in 3 volumes, folio (416 x 293mm.), one engraved allegorical title (only, of 6),

339 double-page plates (only, of 362), showing over 500 cities, all coloured by a

contemporary hand, Latin text, index leaves at end of each part, contemporary Dutch giltstamped calf, panelled with roll-tooled borders with gilt and blind fillets around a large

central cartouche, the spines in compartments with gilt motifs and labels (those for

volumes 2 and 3 transposed).

Lot 34 sold for 151,250 GBP, estimate: 70,000-100,000 GBP. 
