Prints and Multiples
Christie´s London, South Kensington, United Kingdom, 4 December 2014
Cyril Power (1872-1951), The Sunshine Roof, linocut in colours, circa 1934, on tissue-thin laid Japan paper, signed, titled and numbered 9/60 in pencil, 293 x 385 mm. Lot 111 sold for £56,250, estimate: £25,000 - £35,000.
 ‘I first saw the Grosvenor School works nearly 40 years ago and was immediately attracted to their energy, movement, optimism; but above all to their fascination with the speed of modern life.’ The Australian Collector.

This exceptional Private Collection of linocuts illustrates the very essence of the Grosvenor School. The School, founded in the mid 1920’s by Claude Flight, worked exclusively with the innovative medium of linocut, carving out rhythmic and often hypnotic Vorticist compositions, illustrating the movement and power of the new Post War Machine Age. Such dynamism spoke to an international sentiment amongst the artists, which pertains to this day in the global appeal of these works. The block printing technique, first used by the German Expressionists in the early twentieth century, allowed Flight and his students to create strong lines with bold colours to illustrate the speed and movement of everyday life from London commuters (lot 111) to Hockey players (lot 115). Their work captures the spirit of the rapidly changing world of the 1920’s and 1930’s.
Ethel Spowers (1890-1947), The Gust of Wind, linocut in colours, 1930-31, on tissue-thin laid Japan paper, signed, titled, dated and numbered 26/50 in pencil, 340 x 230 mm. Lot 123 sold for £42,500, estimate: £25,000 - £35,000. 

Cyril Power (1872-1951), The Tube Station, linocut in colours, circa 1932, on tissue-thin laid Japan paper, signed, titled and numbered 7/60 in pencil, 316 x 335 mm. Lot 114 sold for £40,000, estimate: £35,000 - £50,000.

