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Henri Matisse (1869 - 1954), Robe en Tulle Noir, Brodée Or, February 1940, Charcoal and estompe on paper, Signed Henri Matisse and dated fev 40 (lower left), 66,5 x 50,3 cm; Lot 30 sold for USD 902,500, estimate: USD 800,000 - 1,200,000.
Matisse's line drawings enabled him to channel his creative vision with more spontaneity than in his painting. Drawing allowed for an immediate and intuitive execution of a compositional idea, without having to negotiate the placement of color. Particularly during the war years, the artist increasingly turned towards draftsmanship, believing that the act of painting could not offer a comparable sense of creative release. In January 1940, he wrote to Bonnard: "I have found a [form of] drawing which, after the preliminary work, has the spontaneity which empties me entirely of what I feel." Matisse's focus on line as a means of expression in the early 1940s lead to the development of his cut-outs -- a medium that ultimately resolved the conflict between drawing and color. 
For an artist who was known primarily as a colorist, drawing did not mean the abandonment of tone. The present work demonstrates how Matisse explored the limits of tonal gradation by using an eraser to blend and lighten passages of his monochromatic medium. The drawing itself is thoughtfully executed, contrasting the geometric embroidery of the figure's dress with the curvilinear forms of the vase and floral stems. 
Pablo Picasso (1881 - 1973), Pierrot, 1918, Pencil on paper, Signed Picasso and dated 1918 (lower left), 28 x 19,8 cm; Lot 9 sold for USD 722,500, estimate: USD 450,000 - 650,000.  

Pablo Picasso (1881 - 1973), Femme se Regardant Dans la Glace, December 1943, Pencil on paper, Signed Picasso (lower right), 50 x 40 cm; Lot 1 sold for USD 422,500, estimate: USD 300,000 - 500,000.


