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Henri Matisse (1869 – 1954), Souty (premier ètat), Executed in October 1945, charcoal and estompe on paper, signed Matisse and dated 45 (lower left), 52,5 x 40,5 cm; Lot 2 sold for USD 2,322,500, estimate: USD 400,000 - 600,000. 

This exquisite charcoal drawing is the first in a series of four versions that Matisse completed of a model named Souty during the autumn of 1945. In the lower left corner, one can see traces of his original inscription "1er État Souty" which he eventually erased and replaced with his signature. Of the four, the present one is the most detailed, showing the floral patterning on the model's blouse and the heavy knot that falls just below her sternum.
Matisse completed this work at a point in his career when he had all but abandoned oil painting in favor of cut-outs, and his drawings of this period show his clear preference for linear compositions. In the present drawing, for example, we can see how he has vigorously worked his charcoal into the surface of the paper, rubbing out certain areas to create shadow and defining others with a highly defined line.

Egon Schiele (1890 - 1918), Blonder Mädchenhalbakt mit blauem Hemd und blauem Haarband (Semi-nude blond girl with blue shirt and blue headband), Executed in 1913, gouache, watercolor, and pencil on paper, signed Egon Schiele and dated 1913 (lower right), 48 x 32 cm; Lot 6 sold for USD 842,500, estimate: USD 700,000 - 1,000,000. 
Pablo Picasso (1881 - 1973), Baigneur, Executed in 1919, pencil on paper, signed Picasso and dated 19 (lower left), 49 x 31 cm; Lot 3 sold for USD 302,500, estimate: USD 300,000 - 500,000. 
