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Fitzgerald, F. Scott. Literary Portraits with Autograph quotation signed, inscribed below a pen-and-ink portrait of the author by Robert Kastor signed ("R. Kastor"), (approx. 278 x 228 mm), (Paris?), [late 1920's]; Lot 372 sold for 98,500 USD, estimate:  25,000 - 35,000 USD. [image: image1.png]



Autograph manuscript signed of the final four sentences (two paragraphs) of The Great Gatsby (1925)—one of the most memorable and resonant endings in American literature. In the novel's cods (its final two pages), Nick Carraway, on his last night on the East Coast, visits Gatsby's now-deserted estate and reflects on that tragic figure and on the American Dream: "Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgasmic [sic] future that year by year receeds [sic] before us. It eluded us then, but that's no matter—tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther.... And one fine morning—
"So we beat on, boats against the currents, borne back ceaselessly into the past[.] F. Scott Fitzgerald."
It is of great interest that here Fitzgerald writes the word "orgasmic". In the original manuscript, he wrote "orgastic". When Max Perkins queried this, "Fitzgerald replied, "'Orgastic' is the adjective from 'orgasm' and it expresses exactly the intended ecstacy" (quoted in Bruccoli). In the first edition and in virtually all others, the word is Fitzgerald's choice, "orgastic." (In his 1941 edition, Edmund Wilson incorrectly changed it to "orgiastic".) 
CLEMENS, Samuel L. Autograph manuscript, 32 pages (205 x130 mm), paginated 201 to 234 being Chapter 8 from The Gilded Age ("Colonel Sellers Makes Known His Magnificent Speculation Schemes and Astonishes Washington Hawkins"), with numerous revisions, deletions, and additions by Twain, n.p., n.d. [ca. 1873], bound with manuscript title-page in red and black, engraved portrait of Clemens, and typeset copy of the chapter from the original edition; Lot 476 sold for 68,500 USD, estimate: 30,000 - 50,000 USD. [image: image2.png]



CLEMENS, Samuel L. Autograph manuscript, 29 pages on 28 leaves (205 x 130 mm), written in purple ink on rectos (and one verso), with numerous revisions, n.p., n.d. [1880], bound with an engraved portrait of Clemens, manuscript title in black and red ink, and the printed text from the Hartford 1880 edition; Lot 489 sold for 59,375 USD, estimate: 30,000 - 50,000 USD. [image: image3.png]



 

