Impressionist and Modern Art Day Sale
Sotheby´s London, 34-35 New Bond Street, United Kingdom, 9th February 2012 

Juan Gris (1887 – 1927), Nature Morte à la Guitare e tun Livre de Mosique, Executed in 1923, pen and ink and gouache on paper, signed J. G. and numbered 1513 (lower left) and signed Juan Gris (lower right), 24,1 x 30,7cm; Lot 103 sold for 253,250 GBP, estimate: 60,000-80,000 GBP.
The present work was formerly in the collection of Douglas Cooper, the prominent British art historian, art critic,collector, and a leading scholar for Juan Gris. Acquired in 1928, at the tender age of eventeen, Cooper had not yet inherited the great fortune which later allowed him to build his extensive and comprehensive collection. This was one of his very first purchases and the fact that he bought it out of his own "pocket-money" is testament to Cooper's early admiration for the artist and interest in Cubist art, later galvanised by his friendship with both Picasso and Léger. A lecturer at the Courtauld Institute of Art, Slade Professor of Fine Art at Oxford, as well as a prolific writer and regular contributor to the Burlington Magazine, Cooper is undoubtedly one of the great figures of twentieth century art history. Nature morte à la guitare et un livre de musique relates to the oil painted in 1922 and here illustrated. The stimulating visual rhythm of this work is punctuated with the extensive use of thin black lines and portrayal of what is arguably the most iconic Cubist subject matter of all, the guitar. The thin lines relate to the strings of the instrument, taking prominent position at the centre of the composition. Creating multiple planes of representation, Gris successfully investigates spatial representation. Such technique and his distinctive use of the medium were previously used to produce the illustrations for Tristan Tzara's book of his avant-garde play Mouchoirs des nuages. The present work is testament to his extensive training as a draftsman, regularly contributing to French satirical magazines such as L'assiette au beurre. Gris flattens the jagged overlapping planes and the result is the total disjunction of a single perspective.

Egon Schiele (1890 – 1918), Kauernder Akt mit herabgebeugtem Kopf und überkreutzen Hӓnden (Bending Woman with Head Bowed and Crossed Hands), Executed in 1918, charcoal on paper, signed Egon Schiele and dated 1918 (lower centre),

46 x 29,5 cm; Lot 167 sold for 253,250 GBP, estimate: 100,000-150,000 GBP.
Ernst Ludwig Kirchner (1880 – 1938), Das Boskett auf dem Albertplatz in Dresden (The Bosquet in Albertplatz in Dresden), Executed in 1910-11, coloured crayon and pencil on paper, signed E.L. Kirchner (lower right), 26,5 x 34,5 cm; Lot 170 sold for 217,250 GBP, estimate: 50,000-70,000 GBP.
